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March  12,  1985 

Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
North  Birch  Creek  Auto  Salvage 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Ravalli  County  Courthouse,  Hamilton 

James  Loesch  and  Don  Mields,  2518  NE  Mountain  Vue  Orchards,  Corvallis 

Don  Mullin,  County  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Box  5019,  Hamilton 

Jay  Gasvoda,  1390  Eastside  Highway,  Corvallis 

Dean  Jaques,  2520  Birch  Creek  Road,  Corvallis 

Janet  Diaz,  3729  South  7th,  Missoula 

Keith  and  Jean  Moultrie,  200  Quast  Lane,  Corvallis 

Richard  Keep,  Milton  Datsopoulos,  Reely  & Nicholoson,  201  W.  Main, 

Missoula 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena 
^HArold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning j James  Loesch 
and  Don  Mields/dba/North  Birch  Creek  Auto  Salvage,  approximately  3 miles 
east  of  Victor,  Montana. 


The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Sincerely, 


/LARRY  D.  MITCHELL 
Solid  Waste  Management 
Environmental  Sciences 


Bureau 

Division 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Di vi si  On/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Project  or  Application  North  Birch  Creek  Auto  Salvage-J.D.  Loesch  & D.  Mields 
Description  Of  Project  Establishing  and  licensing  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  in  Birch  Creek  Acres  approximately  3 miles  east  of  Victor  (See  Map). 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

J . Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 

1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 
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5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Ravalli  county  riannint  nffi- 

— County  Junk  Vehicle  Program 

Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 
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NORTH  BIRCH  CREEK  AUTO  SALVAGE 
J.  D.  Loesch  & D.  Mields 
PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


5.  Aesthetics 

The  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  rules  require  all 
junked  vehicles  and  all  wrecking  yards  to  be  shielded  from  public  view. 
Public  view  is  defined  as  that  point  six  feet  above  the  center  of  any 
public  road.  Vehicles  to  be  stored  in  this  proposed  facility  will  be 
visible  from  a portion  of  the  North  Birch  Creek  road  and  most  obviously 
from  the  service  road  through  the  subdivision  to  the  site  itself. 

Artificial  shielding  will  be  required  to  screen  the  site  from  the  North 
Birch  Creek  Road  as  it  is  a public  county  road.  The  subdivision  service 
road  is  reported  to  be  a private  road,  open  to  property  owners  by  deed 
easement.  The  facility  is  not  required  to  be  shielded  from  private  roads. 

One  of  the  applicants  owns  the  10  acre  parcel  (Lot  4)  in  the  Birch 
Creek  Acres  subdivision  where  this  facility  is  proposed.  The  topography  of 
the  lot  drops  off  to  the  west  making  most  of  the  west  half  of  the  property 
impossible  to  shield  properly  from  the  county  road. 

The  facility  is  proposed  to  be  located  on  a flat  bench  area  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lot  paralleling  the  subdivision  service  road.  The  site 
will  be  shielded  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Rule  16.14.202  ARM 
by  a wooden  fence  approximately  eight  feet  high  or  at  a height  sufficient 
to  shield  junk  vehicles  from  the  lower  North  Birch  Creek  Road  to  the  south 
and  west.  If  properly  shielded  in  terms  of  technique,  materials  and 
workmanship  the  facility  will  be  in  compliance  with  state  law  and  rules. 

No  wrecking  yard  license  will  be  issued  until  the  shielding  is  in  place. 

There  will  be  a considerable  aesthetic  impact  resulting  from  this 
project  on  current  or  future  property  owners  within  the  Birch  Creek  Acres 
subdivision.  State  law  does  not  require  the  proposed  yard  or  junked 
vehicles  stored  there  to  be  screened  from  the  private  road  serving  the  sub- 
division. The  applicants  have  not  proposed  screening  the  back  or  east  side 
of  the  facility  which  abuts  this  road.  At  least  three  of  the  estimated  14 
parcels  have  homes  constructed  on  them.  Two  belong  to  the  applicants  and 
one  to  a neighbor  on  a hill  above  and  east  of  the  site.  It  is  impossible 
to  screen  the  yard  from  the  neighbor's  view  even  if  it  were  required  by 
law. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

9.  Distribution  and  density  of  population  and  housing. 

It  is  probable  that  the  establishment  of  a wrecking  facility  at  this 
location  will  have  an  adverse  impact  on  future  sales  and  development  of  any 
unsold  lots  within  the  subdivision.  Wrecking  yards,  and  particularly,  un- 
shielded yards  are  generally  viewed  as  eyesores  and  considered  detrimental 
to  property  values.  Unsold  lots  which  have  a view  of  the  unshielded  east 
side  of  the  proposed  facility  will  be  most  affected  by  this  proposal. 


10.  Demands  for  government  services 

Routine  periodic  inspections  by  state  and  local  junk  vehicle  program 
officials  will  be  necessary  to  assure  that  the  facility  will  be  maintained 
and  operated  in  compliance  with  state  law.  Demand  on  existing  local 
government  services  such  as  law  enforcement  and  fire  protection,  road 
maintenance  and  solid  waste  disposal  may  increase  but  are  not  expected  to 
be  significant. 

11.  Industrial  and  commercial  activity 

The  site  chosen  for  this  facility  is  a previous  agricultural  area  now 
subdivided  into  homesite  parcels  from  2 to  10  acres  in  size.  The  establish- 
ment of  a wrecking  facility  on  one  of  these  parcels  will  add  a commercial 
or  industrial  land  use  to  the  area.  It  should  not  have  a direct  spin-off 
impact  for  additional  such  uses  in  the  area.  Salvage  yards  are  generally 
self  supporting  and  do  not  attract  or  need  the  near-by  services  of  other 
commercial  or  industrial  businesses  in  order  to  operate.  This  proposal 
will  diversify  the  existing  and  possible  future  land  use  of  the  immediate 
area. 

13.  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

This  license  application  has  been  reviewed  by  the  Ravalli  County 
planning  office.  The  establishment  and  operation  of  a motor  vehicle 
wrecking  facility  at  this  site  does  not  violate  any  currently  adopted  land 
use  zoning  ordinances  in  effect  for  this  location.  Apparently  there  were 
protective  covenants  in  place  for  the  Birch  Creek  Acres  subdivision.  Those 
covenants  have  been  repealed  according  to  information  recorded  at  the 
county  courthouse.  No  land  use  restrictions  were  discovered  which  would 
prohibit  this  proposed  land  use. 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  WRECKING  F A C I L I T Y 

APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE 


Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to:  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Room  A201,  Cogswell  Building 
. Helena,  MT  59620 

1)  Name  of  applicant:  c)  a ■>*.-  S O J CC’<^A  f aV  ->>  

2)  Name  of  facility:  J, /J  Konif 

3)  Address:  ,1?  /7j  U U , '<£?  - ^ / Vs*  /f,  \*>  ??(,■  vt  7 

4)  Size  and  legal  description  of  facility:  /<&  /iJiJ  ^ **  /o,  ZcJ 

f ds  V Sy -/_  A j w J2u^  


5)  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  o lessor  who  holds 
title  to  the  property: 

Name: _____ 

Address:  


6)  Attachments:  a) 


Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility. 


b)  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 

adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 
of  buildings.  <gf  f^^ovCLC 


7) 


I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances  (to  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  government  official  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances!. 


TITLE: 

OF: 


cu  * 75 *  7 y 


tr/7/  /yi  t'U'f'J 


Si  t'l  /i  -tS 


4^ 


(city  or  county)/ 


SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICANT 


vA- 


TITLE:  O 


8)  Date  (year  and  month)  that  your  facility  will  begin  operation:  /V[  gAsrf  V 

^ ^ //?  £^2.-6  6 'JO 

phone:  z^— 

r EC  E £f-2-£^SrS- 

JAN  2 a 19B5 
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